UNITED St/I^S department OF COMMERCE 
Patent and Trademark Office 

Address: COMMISSIONER OF PATENTS AND TRADEMARKS 

Washington, D.C. 20231 ^jtl 



APPLICATION NO. 



FILING DATE 



FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 



ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 



0 9 / 327 , S93 0 6 / 0 8 / 99 



BROCK 



118776-1 



r 



PHILIP G MEYERS ESQ 
GARDERE ANE:* WYNNE LLP 
SUITE 300 0 
1601 ELM STREET 
DALLAS TX 75201 - 



QM32/1004 



EXAMINER 



RIMELL. S 



ART UNIT 



PAPER NUMBER 



3712 
DATE MAILED: 



3 



1 0/04/00 



Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or 
proceeding. 



Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 



PTO-90C (Rev. 2/95) 
U.S. G.P.O. 2000 : 465-188/25266 



1- File Copy 



Office Action Summary 



Application No. 

09/327,593 



Examiner 

Sam Rimell 



Applicant(s) 

BROCK ET AL. 



Art Unit 

3712 



The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .1 36 (a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 

after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 
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Art Unit: 3712 

Claims 1-9 and 12-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

In claims 1 and 12, it is not clear what constitutes a "decorative surface", since it is not 
clear how the surface is being decorated. 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 



Claims 1-7 and 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Sauder 

C876). 



Figure 6 of Sauder discloses rectangular, flat base members which support wall sections 
in the form of vertical posts mounted at edges of the base members. Each post includes grooves 
so as to support a wall panel between the posts. The base members also include grooves which 
are aligned with the grooves in the vertical posts so as to support the wall panels. Figure 6 is only 
partial view of a construction for a set of walls, and it is clear that any number of base members, 
posts or walls sections can be deployed in a given construction. 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 
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Claims 1, 2, 9, 10 and 1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Walker et al. ('083) in view of Ojeda ('253). 

Figure 3 of Walker et al. discloses a playhouse including a base member (40), a parallel 
set of grooved rails (44, 59) that define a wall section and which support a wall panel (72) that is 
slidably engageable with the parallel rails. The walls include decorative indicia thereon. 

Walker et al. differs fi-om the claims in that it does not disclose a magnetically attractable 
layer to support decorative features on the wall. 

However, figure 2 of Ojeda discloses a playhouse wall construction where a core section 
of the wall panel is metallic, so that decorative covering devices (as seen in Figure 4) can be 
attached to the exterior of the wall panel. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify the wall panels 
Walker et al. to include walls with metallic cores, and to further modify Walker et al. to include a 
set of magnetically attractable decorative covering devices. Such features would serve to 
multiply the number of possible play configurations that the playhouse of Walker et al. could 
potentially adopt. 

Claim 8 would be allowable if rewritten to overcome the rejection(s) under 35 
U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, set forth in this Office action and to include all of the limitations 
of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Claims 14-17 are allowed. 
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Art Unit: 3712 



Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed to Sam Rimell at 



telephone number (703) 306-5626. 
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